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Florem Nedélee | INTERVIEW

A quiet presence

INn an increasingly intermational world in which
architects can — and do — work across multiple
porders, one golden rule still applies everywnhere:
o toe the line anda respect local conaitions

TEXT TERESA CTROW
PTG RA Py COIURTESY OF FLOREKMT MEDELES ARCHITECTILURE

Hong Keong IS5 the heme of the shyscraper — latest statistics point te th TEFFITOry
having more buligings above 35m and more skyscrapers above 150m than any other city
in the world. And with a population of seven million inhabitants in this high-density
special administrative region, every plot is tiny and must dream big.

For Mew York-based Parisian architect Florent Nédélec, who recently completed The
Jervois in Hong Kong, location isn't the primary issue when it comes to designing
architecture. Whether he's building in established world-class destinations like New York
ar Paris, ar in any of the other up-and-coming cities, his aim is to achieve sustainability in
a modest form.
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Instead of desianing architecture that
aims to astonish the world, then, Médélec says
his works are more aboul minimalist design
with fine details. The Jervois, for example,
was completed late last year. & 35-storey
boutique hotel, it i5 erected on a modest
S00s50-m plot right on the cormer of bustling
Jerveis Street in Sheung Wan, and exemplifies
how crucial it is to build according to scale.
*The challenge here was, of course, not lo be
built out ot scale. Sheung Wan as a whole is a
very small site.,” says the architect. "Before |
came to Hong Koeng, I'd never worked in such
simdll sile ever.”

Creating a bulky structure, therefore, was
totally out of the question: the plot clearly
called for a light form. It was also the vibrancy
of the area that immediately captured Négelec's
imagimnation. “Sheung Wan is a dynamic place
full of life. Being close to Central and SoHo have
beneflited it in different ways,” he says.

As there was already so much happening
along Jervois Street, Nédélec needed to take
the circulation of pedestrian flow into
consideration. There are Iwo intersection points
on the same street, one at Cleverly 5treet and
the other at Jervois Street, with a little park on
the side. "It was so important to ensure
articulation along the path,” says Neédélec. "This
is not just about pedestrian flow. but also
building a link for connection."

Thus, the design Incorporates a serles of
white horizontal and vertical lines that tie
tngether the geometry of the huilding and
articulate the facades on Jervois and Cleverly
streets into a succession of architectural glazed
prisms. Another feature of Sheung Wan that
influenced Médélec's vision is the Modarnist

architecture from the 1950s and "&60s. "When you
take off all the signage and air-conditioning units
covering these buildings, they are guite beauliful
- strict and geometrical,” he notes. “| was trying
to capture this at The Jervois, ton"”

In order to create a more open perceplion
for the bullding, Négeélec chose a glass fagade to
extend the view from inside-out, while
employing expansive corner windows brings in
Live light., "As you walk Lhrough Lhe rooms al
The Jervois, you feel as il you are walking
through the city," he says. Interior design was
handled by Christian Liaigre, and reflects a
neulral, up-markel aesthelic thal sils well wilth
the overall architecture.

Having worked with renownead architects
such as Jean Mouvel and IM Pei has equipped
Neédélec with a wealth of experience In
manitesting various types of building typologies.
His presence in Hong Kong has begun wilh
office building and hospitality types, and his
footprint has since spread to other parts of Asia
with a residential tower in Taiwan to be
complete by next year.

The Yong He Yuan Residences, located In
Taipel, incorporate a woven pattern throughout
the facades of the towers, made of a series of
light striped grey granites and dark aluminum
panels. The fagades feature large square
windows in between the interlaced horizontal
and vertical elements of the pattern, and are
generously recessed to provide additional
shading and protection frem the sun.

“When designing a building, it is dangeroos bo
be too trendy or edgy,” Hédélec savs. "When we
build, It i5s more important that the building can
stand the test of time, because you don't want to
gea yvour design last for just five or 10 years.”




i 41 £ 4

HIC ~S— T

FECKEMREDECHECE G EARYEE
gk m - QERMELER - UHR | SdHTHE -
5 Yl S R R R

B TEESA CHOW
S BFLCRENT NEDELEC ARCHITECTLRESEME

Yono Ha Yuan

MRERRE - EERERE - IxEwmKE
W EEsE - ERE S0 ERKEEDE
BEEm HEHEEEEHE<CL %P
- HHSSERANE NN EE K
B -

B SRR E The Jerveis RIS
HBESEREMSSFlorent Nédélec B - B
MM ESSEaEE - B HaEEEE
FELHDERENKE - PlHEREE -8
REC-EFKEEEREEEMSH0H -

FlorentS M- w AR - H48
SHCEDERETE - SHEEREEThe
JeryoissGE - 435 bl SR e
EEMEE | H¥OimI00HICHEREY - iy
EFOESNSwnstEn - 28 (=@
EmEESuiBcEEHNE - HE-YEE

+RES - HERR O EE K BRI ERESE
MEEE. |
irHHTEOSOENETE M- HS
EETrERLKElE - ZHERSHEaEn
Florem EFISER - 2 - [ REKBHEHHEE
HE - ERETEREEEEEDHE - |

S IEEY - EMficrent 3 W #
Bo<EEHENE - The Jenoi: HEREES
FREHRE - kHEESIE - Florentds -
[ B - W - KOs <55 - BB
o T M o R -

HE - HEdhhEmEnaEgfEriEs
IEEErNS - 2 | oo
N - AR EEER SR E e - U
BHHN-UHEERENERdmN~
FloremESEL - 8- [REXENETHT
TEE - TRF4N - fEdNnEEEe
REMGEWEREE - Y LNGEEE
mT1ae JervoisEEGE - |

MAr-BEMEBER - Floren: REEMEER
LR ERME - FLHEEKHES
TET<EE- I8 [#4HThe JervoisEE
EE - E@RGRSHHEIESR - | The Jervos
EHEHEHEChristian Liaigre®E - SN &)=
wERRREHEESER -

Florant SN BKE EJean NoavelFIM
Fei-HL - REER-TEMERRANE R -
ERREEHRHEERENEH-Y LR -
BHEEELUAMNEECESER - 08 | ¥
MErEEHPKEEEE e -

HEpREREEHYKE - sREEaHE
BB dRSYEEY - REEEEER
HKERIE A - WL |- o i e

FlorantE - [EELSMEL - KEERE
EHEREES - EELR<ERERECES
B - S-SR THE
EHER - | w

PERSPECTIVE ()|




